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political government of Ireland and concede the repeal of
the Legislative Union ?****! hope I shall never live
to see the day when such a system shall be adopted in this
country; for the consequences of it to public men will be
lamentable beyond all description," &c. &c.                     . :

Mr. Grote also felt strongly on this subject, but on the
opposite side, and, in the course of the debate, expressed
himself fervently in favour of the disestablishment of the
Irish Church. There exist several drafts of speeches which
he composed on this subject, which are full of animation and
fire. The upshot of the contest was the defeat of the Minis-
ter, followed by his resignation within a week afterwards.

I cannot avoid pausing for a moment, to allude to a sin-
gularly candid review of this passage in our domestic history
which I find in the pages of Mr. Moles worth. He says," The
conduct of the King and the Duke together, placed Sir
Eobert Peel in an inextricably false position. We can
hardly doubt that, had he been consulted beforehand, his
sound judgment and practical experience would have led
him to recommend to the King to. wait for more certain
proofs of the asserted reaction than he yet possessed. But
when he returned from Borne, the time for giving such
advice was past. * * * * As for Sir E. Peel, he deserved
the praise which his honourable rival jn the House of Cdm-
mons so warmly gave him; not only on account of the great
diligence and ability he displayed in framing and conducting
the measures he introduced, but for the very upright and
honourable Banner in which he acted, under the extremely
difficult and undesired circumstances in which he was placed,"
(Page 455.)

The former Ministry was now reinstated, to the undis-
guised mortification of King William, 1^ho, however, found
some comfort in the fact that he had at least got rid of the
obnoxious Chancellor, The first business brought before the
House of Commons after this episode, was,, the Municipal
Corporations Reform; a measure loudly demanded by the
public out-of-doors. It proved a veritable * apple of discord.''cy
